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Congratulations are definitely in order! The 

10th Anniversary of the annual international 

ISCEST conference is indeed a praiseworthy 

milestone that deserves to be celebrated. IS-

CEST stepped onto the international and com-

parative education roadway in 2014 when it 

convened its first conference from  07—11 

December. The conference theme at that time 

was Education, Science and Technology for Life-

long Learning.. Over the years, these three 

broad concepts have remained the corner-

stones of all of ISCEST’s activities.  In subse-

quent years, each ‘Call for Papers’ strongly en-

couraged participants to present papers that 

are based on these very themes. And partici-

pants always delivered the goods, especially in 

the areas of science and technology! A browse 

through the contents of CSCEST confirms this. 

Even during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

ISCEST never faulted on delivering its conferences. 

In fact, the 2020 and 2021 themes made direct 

reference to the pandemic (Table 1, p.10).  May 

ISCEST continue to grow from strength to strength!  

Current Studies in Comparative Education, Science and Technology (CSCEST) is 

ISCEST’s Official Journal.  The journal promotes interdisciplinary studies in educa-

tion, science and technology. It publishes original research and papers that discuss, 

analyse or evaluate policies, or those that disclose relevant gaps in existing re-

search. For more information on paper submission please visit http://

www.journal.iscest.org/.  

Publish Your Research Paper in CSCEST! 

10th Anniversary Celebrations for the ISCEST Family! 

Professor Steve Azaiki  - 

Founding President 
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Highlights from the Keynote Speakers’ Presentations 

 

Dr Elizabeth Eta delivered a keynote presentation where she re-

visited the dynamics of the nation-state in our increasingly inter-

connected world. She explored the concept of space, which con-

tinually transcends boundaries while being shaped by global 

trends, national contexts, and local communities. She also delved 

into the adaptation/ translation of global policies in local contexts, 

highlighting how the process of nationalizing International and 

Comparative Education bridges global and international trends 

with local goals. 

 

The images show Dr Eta’s title page for her PowerPoint presenta-

tion, Comparative Education outlets and a section on how the 

WCCES is nationalising CE Societies around the world. 

Dr Elizabeth Agbor Eta, 

World Council of Comparative 

Education Societies 

Nationalising CE Societies 



 

 

An excerpt from Rethinking the National in Comparative Edu-

cation 
 

David A. Turner and Xiaomin Li 

Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University 
 

This sense of voluntarism is very attractive. This conference start-

ed with the singing of the national anthem of Nigeria, the senti-

ments of which echo this voluntarism very strongly: 

Nigeria, we hail thee, 

Our own dear native land, 

Though tribe and tongue may differ, 

In brotherhood we stand 

Nigerians all, and proud to 

Serve our sovereign Motherland. 

Our flag shall be a symbol 

That truth and justice reign... 

This very much captures Renan’s sense of a choice, a taking to one’s heart the idea of nationhood, 

and, despite diversity or because of it, a willingness to serve, or to make some sacrifice. It also makes 

quite explicit the adoption of the flag as a national symbol. Similar sentiments might be captured in 

different words, but it was rather moving how closely the programme of this conference reflected 

the themes developed here, because it started with the national anthem of Nigeria. 

 

Clips 5 and 6 of Professor Turner’s PowerPoint presentation address the issue of imagined communi-

ties and what it means for a group of people to constitute a nation, starting with the question of why 

the idea of a nation is still important in this age of fluid borders, common culture, and world citizen-

ship. 
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Professor David Turner 

And for the Future? 

• The decline of print capitalism? 
• The increasing heterogeneity of na-

tions? 

• Social media echo chambers? 
• But the new imagined communities 

are self-selected, 
• And remain important for asserting 

rights. 

Imagined Communities 

Benedict Anderson points to... 

• The rise of ‘print capitalism’ 
• Reading the same novels and the same 

newspapers, 
• We can imagine the distributed communi-

ty of people like us, 

• Who read the same things. 
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Profession Samuel John began his keynote presentation with these 

thought-provoking quotes:  

“Whoever leads in AI will rule the world’: Putin to Russian chil-

dren on Knowledge Day” …1st September, 2017 

“Putin predicted that whichever country leads the way in AI re-

search will come to dominate global affairs”. 
 

“Artificial intelligence is the future, not only for Russia, but for all 

humankind”. 
 

The images below show Professor John’s PowerPoint presentation 

title page and the relationship between education and AI. 

Professor Samuel John 

Highlights (Cont’d from p.2) 

Presented by: Prof. Samuel Ndueso John 

Affiliation: Nigerian Defence Academy, Kaduna/National Defence College, 

Abuja 
 

December, 2024  
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Some Memories from ISCEST’s 10th Anniversary Conference! 

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO ISCEST 

ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY!!! 
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Some More 10th Anniversary Memories (Cont’d from Page 5) 
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Some More 10th Anniversary Memories (Cont’d from Page 5) 

 

 

 

A gift for the 

Founding 

President, 

Professor 

Steve Azaiki 

OON! 

Professor 

Azaiki looks 

on as Presi-

dent Akani 

hands over 

the reins! 

 

 

A hearty 

welcome to 

the new IS-

CEST Execu-

tive Mem-

bers! 
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1st Pan-Ijaw Economic Summit Convened 

L to R: Barrister Inuruo Wills, Lead Consultant, Govenant Consulting & Former Commissioner for Environment, Bayelsa 

State; Prof Benjamin Okaba, President, Ijaw National Congress (INC) Worldwide & Co-Convener; H. E. Rear Adm. G. John 

Jonah (Rtd), Former Deputy Governor, Bayelsa State; Prof. Steve S. Azaiki,OON, President, Azaiki Foundation & Principal 

Convener; Ms Ann-Kio Briggs, Environmentalist & Human Rights Activist; Mr. Emeka Ugwu-Oju, Chairman,BOT, SESSPN; Ms 

Hilda Dokubo, Actress, Author, Politician; Mr. Felix Achibiri, Chairman/CEO, Dfc Holdings Ltd; Navy Capt. Caleb Olubolade 

(Rtd), Former Military Administrator, Bayelsa State & Former Minister of Police Affairs. 

The organizers of the Pre-Summit Conference of the 1st Pan-Ijaw Economic Summit which took place from October 

17-18, 2024, in Bayelsa State Government House, Yenagoa has recounted successes achieved. The event which was 

organized by the Azaiki Foundation in partnership with the Ijaw National Congress, INC, brought key stakeholders, 

leaders, and experts together to discuss the economic development and sustainability of the Ijaw region. According to 

a statement made available to Vanguard, President of the Azaiki Foundation,  

Prof. Steve Azaiki, said that the summit was a significant step towards ensuring the Ijaw people benefit from the rich 

resources of their land. Azaiki said: “We are committed to fostering an environment that promotes economic resili-

ence and sustainable practices in the Ijaw region”. However, the pre-summit conference themed: “Environmental Re-

generation and Economic Sustainability”, addressed critical topics and featured six thematic areas, including marine 

economy opportunities, environmental regeneration, prevention of oil theft, and human capital development; as well 

as infrastructural security in the Niger Delta. The event emphasized that environmental regeneration and economic 

sustainability in the Ijaw region should not rely solely on government efforts but require proactive involvement from 

the Ijaw people themselves. 

Keynote speakers included H.E. Sir Siminilayi Fubara, Governor of Rivers State, represented by Chief Dr. Tammy 

Wenike Danagogo, and Ambassador Godknows Igali, representing former President Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, 

who served as the Chief Special Guest of Honor. The South East-South South Professionals of Nigeria (SESSPN), rep-

resented by Mr. Emeka Ugwu-Oju, presented a goodwill message, highlighting the importance of the Development 

Agenda South East-South South 2035 (DASESS 2035) for discussion at the main summit. 

Source: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2024/10/organisers-of-1st-pan-ijaw-economic-summit-recount-success/ 

By Providence Ayanfeoluwa  



 

Page 9 
            Issue 4                                                       December 2024 

 Scenes from Day I (Cont’d from Page 8) 
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Table 1: ISCEST’s Annual Conferences – Time, Theme & Location 

 

Time Theme Location 
  

Year Date 

2014 07-11 Decem-
ber 

Education, Science and Technology for Life-
long Learning 

The Azaiki Library, Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology, Yenagoa, 
Bayelsa State 

2015 10-14 Decem-
ber 

Advancing Education Science & Technology in 
Nigeria 

The Azaiki Library, Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology, Yenagoa, 
Bayelsa State 

2016 04-08 Decem-
ber 

Science and Technology, Education and Na-
tional Development 
  

Presidential Hotel, Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State 

2017 04-07 Decem-
ber 

Science, Technologies and Entrepreneurship 
Education 

De Edge Hotel, Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State 

2018 03-06 Decem-
ber 

Education, Science and Technology to foster 
Peace in Nigeria 

Faculty of Law Auditorium, Rivers 
State University, Port Harcourt 

2019 03-06 Decem-
ber 

Harnessing Nigeria’s Entrepreneurial Spirit 
via Education, Science and Technology. 

Green Mind Hotels, Utako, Abuja 

2020 30/11 – 03 De-
cember 

Educational Leadership, Science and Technolo-
gy: Meeting the Challenges of the Covid-19 
Pandemic 
  

VIRTUAL 

2021 01- 03 Decem-

ber 
Reinterpreting Educational, Scientific and 
Technological Success for a Covid and Post-
Covid World 
  

VIRTUAL 

2022 01 – 03 Decem-
ber 

Rethinking Sustainable Education for Sustaina-
bility in a Pandemic Age 

VIRTUAL 

2023 29/11 – 01 De-
cember 

Interpreting Teaching Learning Experiences in 
Science, Education and Technology via Com-
parative Processes 
  

VIRTUAL 

2024 01 – 03 Decem-
ber 

Nationalising International Comparative Edu-
cation Spaces: Propositions, Prospects and 
Praxes 
  

Azaiki Library, Institute of Science 

and Technology, Yenagoa, Bayelsa 

State 



                                                                      

 

 

                            

 

 

 ICEDU 2025 

The 11th International Conference on Education 2025 

Theme: “Cultivating Global Citizen Skills through Research 

and Education: Development of critical thinking, creativity, 

communication and collaboration” 

April 07th – 09th, 2025 

Bangkok, Thailand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 21st Biennial Conference of the International Study 

Association on Teachers & Teaching  

University of Glasgow, 30 June - 4 July 2025 

Attend International Education Conferences! 
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Envisioning Education in a Digital 

Society CIES 2025  

Annual Conference Chicago, IL  

March 22-26, 2025 

ICSEI Congress 2025 

Redefining Education: 

Purpose and Possibilities 

February 10-14, 2025 

ICSEI 2025 Congress Venue – The University of Mel-

bourne 

https://www.unimelb.edu.au/
https://www.unimelb.edu.au/


 

 

On behalf of the entire ISCEST Family, including 

Founding President Professor Steve Azaiki OON, I 

would like to extend heartiest thanks to all those 

who helped, in any way possible, to make the 10th 

Anniversary ISCEST Conference a grand success. I 

express special thanks to the participants who pre-

sented papers various aspects of science, and the 

range of different topics that covers the broad area of science. It was heart-

ening to see that many participant presented papers that show ISCEST to be 

an international and comparative education society. I hope that all the papers 

will be developed into material that can be published in local, regional and 

international journals. I encourage all those in the field of science , education 

and technology to participate in the 2025 ISCEST conference. I look forward 

to welcoming all of you to the next annual international ISCEST conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
THE INSTITUTE OF 

SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY YENAGOA 

(IST YENAGOA) 

ISCEST Secretariat 

Plot 1 Gen. 
Andrew Azaz1 Drive 

Off Imgbi Road, Amarata 

Yenagoa 
Bayelsa State 

Nigeria 

Phone: +234 (0) 815 762 

8802 
 

Email: 

instituteofsciandtechyenagoa

@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor: 

Dr Gertrude Shotte 

Check our website! 
www.istyenagoa.ng 

ISCEST Says Thanks! 

ISCEST LOC Researcher 

Emesakoru Enifome 

Professor Nedie Akani 

 

 

 

December 2024 marks ISCEST 10th Anniversary 

It’s a grand occasion and a great ISCEST story 

To all who continue to uphold the ISCEST legacy 

ISCEST says, “Congratulations and thanks” 

 

To the many supporters who stayed with us 

Expressing our gratitude to you, this is a must 

In you and your deeds of kindness we do trust 

So ISCEST says, “Congratulations and thanks” 

 

Gertrude Shotte 

 

Congratulations and Thanks! 


